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double taxation. When will our commonwealths learn to
put the solution of such knotty questions into the hands of
experts, instead of laymen ?

The report is redeemed, however, by some wise suggestions.
Thus in regard to the taxation of mortgages, it accepts in a
large degree the contention of the present writer, although it
quotes an entire paragraph which it erroneously credits to
Amasa Walker, who entertained the contrary opinion. The
practical conclusion is the recommendation of the Massachu-
setts system, which regards the mortgage as real estate and
divides the tax between mortgagor and mortgagee. The com-
mission, however, seems to be ignorant of the provisions of
the California law, which avoids some of the shortcomings
of the Massachusetts system. In regard to new taxes, the
commission proposes the collateral inheritance tax, a tax on
all private and special acts passed by the legislature, and a
slight extension of the corporation taxes. Some of these
proposed changes have since been adopted.

Of more importance are the papers contained in the re-
ports of the Pennsylvania revenue commission of 1890.
Pennsylvania is the only state in the Union which has
seriously grappled with the problem of reaching the abilities
of those that receive a revenue from other elements besides
real estate. Her revenue laws of the last fifteen years have
put her easily into the front rank of the American common-
wealths. Yet just because so much progress has been made,
the demand for further reform is stronger in Pennsylvania
than anywhere else.

The commission of eight members was unable to agree.
In consequence we find four separate reports, of very unequal
value. The majority report, signed by five members, is
the weakest, as it is the shortest. As but little attention
was paid to this report, we may pass it by. The main
point of the majority, who disclaimed any attempt to change
the system of state taxation, was to improve the local system
by compelling every person to answer a list of interroga-
tories as to his personal property, and to provide for